1924: ZAGHLUL'S YEAR
charges of vindictiveness or of seeking to profit by the
occasion which were levelled by some against Allenby's
ultimatum. These protested that a demand for "blood-
money3 was undignified, and that neither the compen-
sation of foreign officials nor the question of irrigation of
the Sudan could properly be connected with the murder.
Though the British Government upheld Allenby's ulti-
matum,, they were disturbed by what they held to be his
precipitate action, and asked for an explanation. Allenby
replied that he considered the demand for a large sum of
money necessary in order to bring home to the Egyptians
the criminal results of their Government's policy; and
that the Gezira irrigation demand was similarly intended
to impress on Egypt the power we could wield if necessary
by our control of the Sudan; he had never meant that
an unlimited area should in fact be irrigated to the detri-
ment of Egyptian interests, but that concessions should
subsequently be made to a more friendly Egyptian
Government.
The matter of the rights of foreign officials had been
included as the best means of settling an outstanding
difficulty and to avoid having to make such a demand
on a friendly Government which wmild succeed ZaghluFs,
whose resignation Allenby expected and desired as a
result of his ultimatum. There was much to be said for
Allenby's point of view, and his action had the prac-
tically unanimous support of the British and foreign
communities in Egypt,
The Egyptian reply, wiiile expressing horror at the
crime, did not accept any of the demands except that for
the indemnity. Allenby promptly informed the Egyptian
Government that he was issuing orders forthwith for the
withdrawal of Egyptian troops from the Sudan and was
giving full liberty to the Sudan Government to increase
the area of the Gezira to be irrigated. As a guarantee for
the fulfilment of the other conditions Allenby ordered the
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